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Holiday S.T.R.E.A.M. Tis the Season to be Learning 

 
 
This year take a family     
tradition and turn it into a      
learning experience! Turn the    
design, planning, and building    
of your family’s gingerbread    
house over to your children!  
 
To get started, you will need: 
 

● Graham crackers  
● Icing 
● Assorted candy 
● A plastic bag 
● Paper plates 
● A butter knife  

 
Use the butter knife to cut the       
graham crackers into various    
pieces for the “blocks.” Put     
icing into a plastic bag and      
carefully cut a tiny hole in one       
of the corners to make a piping       
bag.  
 
After using the blocks to build      
the houses, use the remaining     
icing to decorate them with the      
assorted candy.  
 
Pair with a gingerbread themed     
book like The Gingerbread Man     
Loose at Christmas by Laura     
Murray or The Gingerbread    
Pirates by Kristin Kladstrup to     
make it into a family night      
you’ll want to repeat year after      
year.  
 

 

Working Together for School Success 

 

Happy Holidays, Indian Valley family! 

What a fantastic first half of the school year we have had here at Indian                
Valley Elementary School. Besides seeing some impressive work happening         
inside of the classrooms, we have also seen some hard-won academic           
achievements by our students- ones we would like them to keep.  

While students do not lose as much learning as they do during the “summer               
slide,” any extended break can set children back unless their brains stay            
engaged. In addition to wishing you the happiest of holidays with your families             
and friends, we have also prepared a newsletter of tips, resources, and activities             
to help keep your children reading, learning, and growing over the break.  

  

AR Home Connect for Kindergarten 
 

     Teachers will be sending home Accelerated Reader Home Connect letters in 
student binders for the winter break. These letters will provide you the 
information needed to log-in at home to Accelerated Reader. This tool will not 
only allow you to monitor/ view your child’s progress but also allow your child 
to take AR tests over the winter break. Help your child get an early start by 
helping them take these AR tests on books you read together. This will help 
prepare them for independently taking AR tests once school resumes. There are 
several resources to help with this: 
 

● arbookfind.com will allow you to check whether books at home or 



Candy Cane Lab  
 

 
 
 
Another great science 
experiment comes directly 
from our S.T.R.E.A.M. lab 
teacher, Mrs. Cleveland.  
 
Materials: 
4 Clear Cups or Glasses (that 
will hold 6-8 cups) 
4 Different Clear Liquids 
4 Candy Canes (small or 
large) 
 
Students can make predictions 
of what they think will happen 
to each candy cane depending 
on the liquids used.  
 
Scientific Method steps: 
1. Observe the experiment 
(candy canes) 
2. What is your question? 
3. Make a hypothesis 
4. Do the experiment 
5. Analyze and write or draw a 
conclusion 
 
Which liquid had the biggest 
impact on the candy cane? 
 
For more free ideas go to: 
 
https://littlebinsforlittlehands.c
om/christmas-stem-ideas-kids/  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Conscious 

Discipline Advice 
for the Home 

ones checked out from the library are AR books. 
● getepic.com/students (class code wqn8661) gives you instant digital 

access to 25,000 books, videos, quizzes, and more. Most of the books 
available are AR books. 

● If you have a B. B. Comer Memorial Library card, you also have access 
to Camellia Net-their entire collection of ebooks and audiobooks. 
Simply follow the directions on their webpage to access.  

 
If you have any questions or issues, please feel free to email or Dojo our library 

media specialist, Angela Formby, at angela.formby@scsboe.org. 
 

 
 

A Message from the Principal 
 

 

Dear IV Families, 
 
As we draw close to the end of another successful 
semester, as well as the end of this year, I want to 
personally thank each of you for your unwavering 
support. I am grateful to each of you who help to 
make Indian Valley an amazing place to be. Our 
school community is filled with many gifts, talents,  
and special skills, but mostly with love. From our  

classrooms to the parking lots, from the school buses to the lunchroom, from 
the our special spaces (ENCORE, STREAM, recess) to your homes and every 
area connected to our children, we fully embrace a collective responsibility to 
raise the whole child and to do so with a sense of passion, commitment, love 
and a willingness to make every decision focused on what is best for children. 
Parents and community stakeholders are necessary components to help 
accomplish our goal of student success. Thank you for trusting us with your 
most precious and valuable gift. As a proud principal, I am so thankful for our 
talented, brave, optimistic, resilient, creative, and beautiful students - our 
intelligentsias. They often make the days long and tiresome and sometimes 
even frustrating, but they always make us smile and longing to start the day 
again. Most of all, they challenge us to be better.  
 
Without a doubt, this has been one of the busiest semesters for us, but it has 
also been very productive. Working to improve the lives and the future for 
young people makes teaching the most valuable of all professions. I believe 
that our school continues to develop as we always know we can do better for 
our wonderful young people, and we will never rest in that quest for 
self-improvement. It is my absolute honour and privilege to serve the very best 
students in Sylacauga.  
 
December is a very busy, yet exciting, time for families. It is filled with gift 
shopping, family movies and hot chocolate, family/friends get togethers, and 
wonderful gift exchanges. As a little kid in the Snow Hill Spring Tree 
Performing Arts, I remember singing, “Christmas is my favorite time of year. 
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The Christmas break is a time 
of surprise and excitement, but 

we must be mindful that 
children thrive with routine 

and structure. Keeping a 
routine and structure 

throughout the holidays will 
help both you and your child 

enjoy the break more and allow 
for a smoother transition back 
to school. Here are some fun 
and simple ways to provide 

structure this holiday season: 
 
❖ Create a good morning    

ritual with your child.    
This can be as simple as a       
song, hug, or meal    
together. 

❖ Create a good night ritual     
with your child. Again,    
this can be as simple as a       
story, song, or goodnight    
snuggles. 

❖ Use your home calendar    
to provide a visual for     
your child of upcoming    
events. Use simple   
drawings to indicate   
family gatherings,  
Christmas, first day back    
to school, etc. Each    
evening use the calendar    
to recap the day’s events     
and discuss the following    
day’s schedule.  

 
Whatever rituals you create,    
remember consistency is always    
the key! We wish you well this       
holiday season! 

~Ami Brooks 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What do you like? Christmas tree lights!  What do you like? Warm blankets at 
night! What do you like? Hot chocolate! Christmas is my favorite time of year.” 
This song reminds me of the importance of the holiday season.  As we gather 
around the tree to open our gifts and to make exchanges, let us remember the 
beauty of the season - the reminder of how special family and friends are and 
how important it is to be a blessing to those who are less fortunate. The 
greatest gift we can ever give or receive does not come wrapped in a 
beautifully decorated box or bag, with the most fancy of bows, but the greatest 
gift is when we can give unconditional love to those who mean the most to us 
and to those who need love the most.  
 
I want to wish you and your families a very special Happy Holiday season! It is 
my most sincere wish that each of you receives and returns the blessings and 
good tidings that make these days special.  Use this time to reflect on the 
goodness you have received and to grow from the mistakes you have made. 
Spend time with family and friends and savor those moments! Rest a little and 
get the much relaxation you need to forge into the new year with new vigor.  
I, too, am reminded of the season of gratitude as I get to give praise and 
thanks for having the honor of serving the wonderful students and their 
families, the Sylacauga community, and the faculty and staff of Indian Valley. 
Have a most wonderful holiday with love ones and even greater new year.  
 
With Love, 
 
Monte B. Abner, Ed. D.  
 

 
Gingerbread Breakfast Smoothie  

 
Ingredients 
 

❖ 1 cup milk (dairy or unsweetened alternative 
❖ ⅔ cup plain Greek yogurt (use coconut yogurt for 

dairy free) 
❖ 2 tablespoons almond butter 
❖ 2 dates (softened in hot water if necessary, pits 

removed) 
❖ ¼ cup oatmeal 
❖ ¼ teaspoon cinnamon 
❖ Dash each of cloves and nutmeg 
❖ ½ teaspoon ginger 
❖ 1 large frozen banana  
❖ 4-6 ice cubes 

 
Instructions 
 

1. Mix all ingredients in a blender except for the banana and ice cubes until dates are 
well broken down. 
. 

2. Add the banana and ice to the blender. Blend until smooth.  
  

3. Enjoy for breakfast or a healthy snack! 

 
 



 

Winter Break Learning Ideas 
 

Sunday Math 
Monday 

Read to Me 
Tuesday 

Writing 
Wednesday 

Engineering 
Thursday 

Fun 
Friday 

Saturday 

   Research an 
animal that 

hibernates in the 
winter. Write 
about the one 

you chose. 
19 

Design and 
build a 

gingerbread 
house! 

 
 

20 

Build a bridge 
using discarded 
wrapping paper 
and tape. Test it 

out with your 
favorite toy! 

21 22 

 
23 

Make a toy wish 
list! Find the 
cost of each 

item and 
determine the 

cost of your list. 
 

24 

How to Catch 
an Elf by Adam 

Wallace 
 

Pair with 
building elf 

traps! 
25 

Write a story 
about what you 
would do if you 

woke up to 
discover you 
were the new 
Santa Claus! 

26 

Design and 
build a vehicle 
for Santa that 

doesn’t require 
reindeer.  

 
 

27 

Make holiday 
goo! Combine 

cornstarch, 
glitter, and 

water! 
 

 
28 29 

 
 

30 

Help bake 
holiday cookies! 

How much 
would you need 

to double the 
recipe? Triple? 

31 

Squirrel’s New 
Year Resolution 

by Pat Miller 
 
 

 
1 

Write a New 
Year’s 

Resolution list 
for school.  

 
 

2 

Design and 
build a catapult 

to fling 
marshmallows 
or cotton balls! 

 
3 

Place candy canes 
on a parchment 
paper covered 

cookie sheet. Bake 
at 250 for 10 min. 

When cooled, bend 
into new designs! 

4 
 

5 

 

 
 

6 
 
7 

     

 

 
Important Dates to 

Reading Suggestions 
 

If you are looking to add some new books to your child’s library this              
Christmas, here are some of the best books of 2018:  

❖ Wordy Birdy by Tammi Sauer 
❖ Square by Mac Barnett 
❖ How to Code a Sandcastle by Josh Funk 
❖ We Don’t Eat Our Classmates by Ryan T. Higgins 
❖ Alma and How She Got Her Name by Juana Martinez-Neal 
❖ They Say Blue by Jillian Tamaki 
❖ Islandborn by Junot Diaz 



Remember 
 
 
❖ January 7  
 
    Students return to school 
    PTO meeting 5:30pm 
 
❖ January 18 
 
    Be a King Program 
 
❖ January 21 
 
     MLK Day- no school 
 
❖ February 6 
 
    Spring pictures 
 
❖ February 20 
 
    K cap and gown pictures 

 
 

Just for Fun 
 
Q: Who delivers presents  
to baby sharks at    
Christmas? 
 
A: Santa Jaws! 
 

 
 
 
Santa: Knock knock. 
Child: Who’s there? 
Santa: Murray. 
Child: Murray who? 
Santa: Murray Christmas, 
one and all!  
 

 

Reading Selfie Challenge 
 

❖ Follow us on Facebook @ indianvalleyel 
❖ Post a picture of your child reading in a weird or wonderful place with 

the hashtag # ivesreads 
❖ Children submitting a picture will be entered into a drawing for a FREE 

book: Fly Guy and the Alienzz by Ted Arnold.  
❖ The reading selfie selected as being in the weirdest or most wonderful 

place will receive a copy of the book and a plush Fly Guy.  

 

       
 
 

 
 

A Note from Our Nurse 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

First of all, I would like to say happy holidays from the Health Department 
here at Indian Valley. Unfortunately, it is also the season for colds and flu. 
  
FLU FACTS/INFORMATION:  The flu is a highly contagious viral infection of 
the respiratory tract.  Although the flu affects everyone, children tend to 
get it more often than adults.  The season for the flu is usually from 
November to April with most cases occurring between late December and 
early March.  
 
The flu is often confused with the common cold, but flu symptoms tend to 
develop quickly (usually 1 to 4 days after a person is exposed to the flu 
virus) and are usually more severe than the typical sneezing and stuffiness 
of a cold. 
 
Symptoms can last for a week or two.  The flu is very contagious.  It is 
spread by coughing or sneezing into the air.  People who are infected with 
the flu are contagious as long as they show symptoms (most of the time 
that means about a week for adults, but for children it can mean up to two 
weeks). 
 
Be aware this holiday season and we wish you health and wellness in the 
new year!  



Janet Gordon 

  

 






